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Akhenaten- He began his reign as an Atenite but
he soon returned with his court to the older religion.
He even attempted to complete the colonnade in the
temple of Amen at Luxor.
Tutenkhamen ruled for about a decade and was
followed by Ai, originally a priest officer, soon sup-
planted by Horemheb after a short reign of five years.
Horemheb had first been the 'Mayor of the Palace*
and later the Commander-in-Chief of the Egyptian
forces. It was through his help and influence that Ai
had succeeded to the throne and perhaps it was to-
him again that he owed his deposition.
Horemheb was a fanatical devotee of Amen and he
completed the restoration to the orthodox faith. This
rigidly conservative monarch is a singularly dull and
uninteresting figure in Egyptian history. He was
however, a soldier, with some organizing ability, for
he is credited with the promulgation of a revised code
of laws on a stele in the temple of Karnak. He ruled
for more than two decades and closed the 18th Dynasty.
The 19th Dynasty
About 1320 B. c. a new dyansty, the 19th, came
to capture power in Egypt. It was founded by Rame-
ses I who ascended the throne of Horemheb. The
family was probably of Lower Egyptian origin al-
though Thebes continued to be the national capital.
The dynasty sought to revive the supremacy of
Egypt over western Asia and came into sharp collision
with the Hittites who held sway over most of that re-
gion. Rameses I, the founder cf the family, was
not destined to rule long and soon left the sceptre to
his son Seti I. - Seti marched into Palestine against
Mursil the Hittite and recovered that povince. He,
however, desisted from further^ war and devoted his
energies to nation-building activities at home. The